
ARTS CENTER HOPES TO BUY SITE IN
DOWNTOWN BELOIT

Austin Montgomery/Beloit Daily News The Beloit Arts Center, 500 E. Grand Ave., pictured here in a photo take
Wednesday, Oct. 17.
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BELOIT - The Beloit Arts Center wants to stay in its current location downtown on Grand Avenue and
eventually purchase the property, according to Greater Beloit Economic Development Corporation
o�cials.

At a meeting Wednesday morning the GBEDC Executive Committee approved an extension of the promissory
note between the GBEDC and First National Bank and Trust for �ve additional years, totaling $97,164. The
agreement was approved unanimously with Todd James abstaining from the vote due to his position as Chief
Executive O�cer at Blackhawk Bank.

The building housing the Beloit Arts Center, 520 E. Grand Ave., is owned by GBEDC and is leased to the center
for roughly $1,200 monthly to cover costs associated with the GBEDC-First National agreement.

GBEDC Executive Director Andrew Janke told board members the arts center was committed to buying the
building, as the center looks to continue its programming and execution of its strategic goals.



"They are doing quite well," Janke said. "They want to stay there, it's their home."

A key issue hanging over the site is the state of the building's roof. Leaks have prompted the GBEDC to start
the process to replace the facility's roof. Janke said he met with multiple roo�ng experts who determined the
aging roof was at the point of out-living its 10-year life expectancy.

The roof is expected to hold through the winter, Janke said, while he said he would prepare a proposal to seek
bids for a new roof, estimated at $20,000 to $40,000, that could see potential work in the spring of 2019.

The arts center has served Beloit since 1999 and was formerly known as the Beloit Fine Arts Incubator.

Janke also updated board members on the process surrounding �nding a new home for the GBEDC, Visit
Beloit and Downtown Business Association. The organizations were housed at the former Vision Center, 500
Public Ave., which now is the home of the Hotel Goodwin and the Velvet Bu�alo Cafe.

Janke said all partners have terminated the sublease agreement as of this week, with future permanent
locations yet to be determined.

Janke said the Vision Partners, excluding the Greater Beloit Chamber of Commerce, were looking at three
options including the Angel Museum, a building at 200 W. Grand Ave., and a third, con�dential location that a
lease holder could back away from. Janke told the board he couldn't speak on the third site due to the nature
of the current tenant's lease agreement.

The DBA recently moved into temporary downtown space in the Strong Building, 400 E. Grand Ave. Visit Beloit
and the GBEDC are currently housed at the Eclipse Center campus.

Beloit Art Center Board of Directors President Jerry Sveum could not be reached for comment Wednesday.


