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BELOIT - Decorations are up and downtown Beloit is o�cially ready to celebrate the start of the holiday
season.

BDN �le photo Beloiter Mariah Davis (left) takes a picture of Amos Hummell and Aubriella with
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer at the Downtown Beloit Association Grand Lighted Holiday
Parade. This year's parade will be held Nov. 23.
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Shops and restaurants are always a draw, but the Grand Lighted Holiday Parade and Holidazzle are another
reason to visit the area. The family friendly events, hosted annually by the Downtown Beloit Association (DBA)
are loved by many in the community.

"I think our Grand Lighted Holiday Parade really symbolizes the kicko� of the holidays," said DBA Promotions
Coordinator Crystal Cribbs.

Activities for the 26th Annual Grand Lighted Holiday Parade will begin at 5 p.m. Nov. 23 with live music at First
National Bank Plaza, located at the corner of State Street and East Grand Avenue.

At 6 p.m. Santa Claus will make his grand entrance and a tree lighting ceremony will be held at the plaza.
Starting at 6:15 p.m. lighted �oats decorated by area businesses, nonpro�t agencies, churches, community
groups and more will travel down Grand Avenue from Third Street to Horace White Park.

Not only is the display beautiful, but the groups' �oat entry fees bene�t Caritas and help community members
in need, Cribbs said.

"We've had over 30 �oats preregister for the event and Caritas will be on site collecting the donations," she
said.

Throughout the event there will be free hot chocolate served by the Salvation Army and families can wrap up
their night out by visiting with Santa Claus.

"Starting at 7 p.m. Santa will be at the Hendricks Center for the Arts, 409 Pleasant St., this year," Cribbs said.

Holidazzle, taking place from 5-9 p.m. Dec. 7 at more than 25 businesses, will o�er another great opportunity
to head downtown.

Over 60 vendors will be selling items that could make perfect holiday gifts for everyone on the 'nice' list. Many
are craftspeople or artists.

"Their items have been made with love and a lot of time and energy," Cribbs said. "Shopping local is really
important."

A little bit of nostalgia is another reason to stop by, as a free trolley will be ushering shoppers from place-to-
place with their treasures.

"It's fun because little kids have never seen a trolley before," Cribbs said. "It will be coming around every 15
minutes and stop at most intersections."

For more information on the Downtown Beloit Association, the Grand Lighted Holiday Parade and Holidazzle,
see www.downtownbeloit.com or 'Like' Downtown Beloit Association on Facebook.

"There's always something positive happening here in downtown Beloit," Cribbs said. "The parade and
Holidazzle are great community traditions."


