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River Flood Advisory from SAT 9:20 PM CDT until WED 1:00 PM CDT: Ogle County

Restaurants in Beloit reopen for dining after months
of being closed

 May 21, 2020  11:34 pm Cassandra Bretl
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BELOIT (WREX) — Bars and restaurants just to the north of Rockford are back in
business on Thursday.

While restaurants in Illinois are waiting and debating options on what to do to keep
customers safe, some restaurants in Beloit pulled the trigger and opened with
guidelines.

"Tables may be spaced apart a little bit. We are implementing disposable menus or
contact-less menus and then just increased frequency of sanitation throughout the
restaurants, restrooms, surfaces," said Geronimo Hospitality Group Director of Public
Relations RoseAnn Haedt.

Blue Collar Coffee Co. in downtown Beloit is one of a number of businesses reopening
at a limited capacity.

Geronimo Hospitality Group's properties and community members didn't hesitate to
take advantage after Rock County announced earlier this week that restaurants and
bars could open under certain restrictions.

"We know that people are excited to get back out and enjoy their favorite restaurants
and their favorite cups of coffee. We can feel it. We are seeing people out on the streets.
We're are excited and we are seeing it on social media," said Haedt.

Some people packed into a bar downtown while others tickled into places like Coach's
Bar & Grill which has a limited capacity of 50 people.

"But I don't see 50 being an issue at this very moment because people are gradually
getting back into the swing of things," said Coach's Bar & Grill General Manager Andie
Flaherty.

Flaherty says it's the loyal customers that drove her to reopen.

"That was our main goal was to get our regulars back into their comfort and to be able
to see everyone's faces and be able to serve them that drink," said Flaherty.

While it's not business at usual, it is a step closer to normalcy. Though there is a long
way to go.
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"We still have a hole to get out of and it's going to take our customers to get out of
there." said Flaherty.

Cassandra Bretl

Multimedia Journalist
Cassandra is the morning reporter for 13 News Today.
She joined the WREX team in July of 2019 after graduating from the
University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee with a major, minor and a
certi�cate.
She is excited to bring her skills back to the 815 where she is originally
from.
You can contact Cassandra at cbretl@wrex.com
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Wall Street climbs again on hopes for economic revival
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Tropical Storm Bertha makes landfall on South Carolina’s coast shortly after
forming
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Afternoon storms could bring heavy rain to the Stateline

0 Closings and Delays
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Tuesday brought a few strong storms through northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin and
another round of storms could �re…
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New Joint Relief Tip
Do this once daily for better
knees and pain-free joints.
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