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Economic development director named

By AUSTIN MONTGOMERY Staff Writer
Jan 10, 2021

Hall

BELOIT—The City of Beloit has hired a former business strategist as its next

economic development director.

In a news release, the city announced the hiring of Jennifer Hall who will serve as

economic development director and as president of the Greater Beloit Economic

Development Corporation (GBEDC).

Hall previously worked as president and head of business strategy at Catalyst

Business Solutions from 2004 to 2016, most notably helping craft marketing and

strategy for redevelopment of the “Miracle Mile” stretch of State Street in Rockford
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as part of the State/Alpine tax increment �nancing district.

Hall most recently worked as vice president of government relations and community

advocacy for Mercyhealth.

“Beloit has a reputation for quickly responding to developers and community leaders

looking to grow in the region,” Hall said. “I look forward to expanding on the solid

foundation already here in Beloit. Job creation and economic growth will be a

signi�cant priority as the City of Beloit and GBEDC collaborate together.”

Hall will be tasked with overseeing economic development efforts in the region,

including in the Gateway Business Park and downtown Beloit as both areas have

seen continued growth since 2009.

“Hall has experience with a wide breadth of economic development initiatives from

small business start-up �nancial planning assistance to large corporation multi-

faceted investments,” said Beloit City Manager Lori Curtis Luther.

GBEDC Board President Frank McKearn said Hall has a “demonstrated track record

of getting people to the table.”

Outgoing economic development director Andrew Janke is retiring on Jan. 15 after

over three decades of serving the Beloit area.
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